Study Guide for American Belief System

Vocabulary:
veto
separation of powers 
impeachment 
due process 
preamble
amend 
abstain 
MEGA chart! and pages 125-135

The Constitutional titles of the three branches 

Powers of the three branches- Which branch has the power?  What does it mean?
· Passing laws

· Reviewing laws

· declaring war

· commander in chief

· running the government departments

· making treaties and agreements

· appointing judges and officials

· Raise taxes and create a spending budget

Understand the checks and balances- Which branch has the power?  What does it mean?
· Veto

· override veto

· declaring laws unconstitutional

· approving treaties

· approving appointments

Requirements of the three branches- term of office, ages, etc.
What process does the President go through to get elected?
Be able to apply the  Bill of Rights to different situations-  

What is the Bill of Rights?
What amendment does each of the following come from?  What do these things mean?

Freedom of speech
Freedom of religion
Freedom of press
Freedom of assembly
Right to bear arms
Right to a speedy trial 
Right to remain silent and not incriminate yourself

Protection from unlawful search and seizure
Protection from cruel and unusual punishment
Rights of the accused to know charges, face witnesses, have a lawyer
Be prepared to write a paragraph based on the American Belief System Assessment planning sheet
1. Your job is to demonstrate an understanding of one big idea of our unit
2. First, detail its roots through a documents philosopher, tradition or event. 

3. Next, select a founding document that that demonstrates the big idea. 

	What philosophies, events, documents, and people influenced our important ideas?
	· Greco-Roman Tradition

· Magna Carta

· English Parliament

· English Bill of Rights

· John Locke

· Judeo-Christian Tradition

· Great Awakening

· Baron de Montesquieu
	· Mayflower Compact

· John Jacques Rousseau

· The Events that led to the Revolutionary War

· Declaration of Independence

· Articles of Confederation

· Shay’s Rebellion

	What documents express the important ideas behind our government and established the United States?
	Declaration of Independence
	· Power of the People

· Consent of the Governed

· Natural Rights

	
	Articles of Confederation    
	· States’ Rights

· Equal power

	
	Constitution  
	· Checks and Balances

· Three Branches

· Different Duties and Powers

	
	Bill of Rights
	· Rights of individuals

· Protections for citizens from the Government








